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“Honorable Ernesat F, Holllngs

Chalrman, Committea on Commerce,
Science and Transportation

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20515 '

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This ls to express the views of the Department of Defensa
on S, 828, 100th Congress, & bill “To provide authorization of
appropriations for activities of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration."

The Departmant of Dafense opposes the use of UHF fre-
gquencles assigned to the Department of the Navy and associated.
satellite assats to satisfy requirements of the Pan-Pacific
Educational and Cultural Experiments by Satellite Program
(PEACESAT), as provided for by Saction 2.(c)(2)(A) of 8. 828.

Although the UHF fraquenclies are assigned to the Department
of the Navy, the freguenclas and associated Pacific MARISAT
satellite capacity are used b¥ all Department of Defanse i
agencies, as well as the President, the Department of State, and
‘the Diplomatic Telecommunications System for critical national
security communications. These same frequencies will be used on
Navy follow=on UKF sataellites when MARISAT ceagses operating
(expected to ba 1992). As the primary band for tactlcal
military operations, it is essential that this band ba :
restricted to national security use. 1In addition, multinational
agreements forming the basis for the standardization and inter-
oparability of terminal egquipment within our military sarvices
and amongtaur allies preciude use of thase frequencies for other
than military purposas. | : :

The Department of bDefense agrees it is Ilmportant to
maintain our presence and our substantive relationships
throughout the Pacific, 'in partieular with former trust
territories. We recommend that the Department of Commerce
investigate the feapibllity of using INMARSAT, a commercial
communication satellite utilizing L-bhand (apgproximately 1.5 .
gigahertz) or other avallable commarcial alternatives to provide
a PEACESAT capability. commaercial sultcase-sized terminals for
INMARSAT are avajlable at reascnable cost, whereas all UHF
satellite equipment is militarized and, therefore, more costly.
While INMARSAT will have satellites available into the fore-
sesable futurs, the Pacific MARISAT envisioned for potential
PEACESAT usa in Senate Report 100-33 is expected to cease
operating in 1992. INMARSAT offers an economical option for
‘establishing a PEACESAT network: terminal equipment can be
leased or purchasad, and seryice charges are tailored to the
raquirement=~one¢ pays only for actual use. INMARSAT is also a
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recognized and protected service, while the UHF MARISAT
gatellite systenm has nho protection under the Intarnaticonal Radio
Regulations. If a UHF MARIGAT channel is blocked due to inter-
ference, uscrs have no reagulatory recourss. ‘

Both 8. 828 and Sanats Report 100-93 rnaugﬁizi'that a URF

system is not a long-term golution for PEACESAT. The De artment

of Defensa position is that the proposad MARISAT capability,
using Department of the Navy frequancies, is not even a short-
term solution for PEACESAT and opposes gsection 2.(e)(2)(A) of S.

'g28 for the reasons stated abova. The Departmant of Defensa

further suggests that the sesatch for & molution to PEACESAT
ghould concentrate on satellite systems such as INMARSAT, which
are compatible with the INTELSAT accord, do not conflict with
our establishsd military agreements and use, and are more
economical for the user.

Finally, I should note that the President's budgat does not -
contain :undinq for PEACESAT. I understand that the Commerce

. Department will be communicating with you further in this

regard. |

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is
no objection to the presentation of thig report for the
consideration of tha Comnlttaee, < '

sincerely,

L. Niederlehner
Deputy Gensral Counsel
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